
EXPLANATION OF THE SUFFIXES TO ANIMAL NAMES IN THIS CATALOGUE 

Horn Status: (HP*) Homozygous Polled by DNA test (which has an accuracy of 92%), (HP) Homozygous Polled by 
progeny test, (2P) Homozygous Polled by Pedigree, (P) Polled, (S) Scurred. 

Colour: (HB) DNA tested Homozygous Black, (2B) Homozygous Black by pedigree, (B) Black, (R) Red (not 
Apricot) 

Protoporphyria Status: (PN) Proto Normal, (PF) Proto free by pedigree, (PC) the animal is a carrier of the 
abnormal gene for Protoporphyria, (PS) Proto Suspect (parent of diseased animal), (PU) the animal has not 
been tested for Protoporphyria or have parents which have been tested normal or are free by pedigree.     

Homozygous: Is the term where an animal has two copies of the particular gene (tested or pedigree) for a trait 
(colour, polled). AN example is Homozygous Polled where all progeny will be polled from that particular animal 
or Homozygous Black where all progeny will be black.  

F94L: (AA) 2 copies, (AC) 1 copy, (2A) 2 copies by pedigree, (CC) no copies.  
 

EXPLANATION OF ESTIMATED BREEDING VALUES 

An Estimated Breeding Value (EBV) is an estimate of the genetic merit of that animal for each trait measured. 

EBVs are provided for the following traits: 

Calving Ease Direct: estimates the differences in the ability of a sire’s calves to be born unassisted from a  
2-year-old heifer.   

Gestation Length: ranks sires for the time between conception and the birth of a calf. Shorter gestation is 
indicated by negative EBVs and longer by positive EBVs. 

Birth Weight: indicates the genetic potential for birth weight. Positive EBVs indicate higher birth weights and 
negative EBVs indicate lower birth weights of progeny. 

200, 400 & 600 Day Weight: give us an estimation of the animal's genetic potential for growth.  

Mature Cow Weight: estimates differences between animals in live weights of cows at 5 years of age.  

Milk: a key component of fast growth to weaning is the dam's maternal performance. A bull with a high milk 
EBV should produce daughters which milk well. 

Scrotal Size: indicates whether the bull will produce sons with above average or below average scrotal sizes. 

Carcase Weight: ranks animals for carcase weight. 

Eye Muscle Area: ranks animals for eye muscle area measured at the 12th rib on a 300kg carcase. 

Rib Fat: ranks animals for rib fat depth at the 12th rib on a 300kg carcase. 

Rump Fat: ranks animals for fat depth at the p8 site on the rump on a 300kg carcase. 

Intra Muscular Fat: ranks animals for the percentage of intramuscular fat at the 12th rib of a 300kg carcase. 

Docility: is expressed as the increase or decrease in the percentage of progeny that will be scored as docile 
(score 1 or 2). Positive EBVs indicate a higher proportion of progeny that will be scored as docile and negative 
EBVs indicate a lower percentage of progeny being scored as docile. 

Comparing EBVs: The EBVs for Limousins cannot be compared with EBVs for animal of other breeds. They 
should be compared with the current average EBV for the Limousin breed shown below. 

Breed Average EBVs for 2019 Born Calves 

CED GL BWt 200 400 600 MC MLK SS CWT EMA RIB RMP IMF DOC 

+0.5 -2.0 +1.6 +20 +34 +47 +48 +7 +1.0 +29 +1.7 +0.0 -0.2 +0.0 +41 
 

Accuracies: Accuracies are presented with each EBV and give an indication of the amount of information that 
has been used in the calculation of that EBV. The higher the accuracy the lower the likelihood of change in the 
animal's EBV as more information is analysed for that animal and its relatives. 

Disclaimer: The Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) contained within this sale catalogue 
were compiled by the Agricultural Business Research Institute (ABRI) from the data 
supplied by breeders. Neither the Australian Limousin Breeders’ Society or ABRI oversee 
or audit the collection of this data. 




